[image: ]
2025 – 2026 ACADEMIC YEAR STUDENT BURSARY APPLICATION FORM
The SPE Aberdeen Section is pleased to announce the bursaries for 2025 – 2026 academic year; we are offering a combined total of up to £26,000 of bursaries. (Please note if the standard of applications received are not satisfactory the total amount of bursaries offered might be reduced).

These bursaries are open to Full-Time Postgraduate students, PhD students and Under-Graduate students studying ENERGY industry related courses while attending from the listed 4 Universities under SPE Aberdeen Section. 

· University of Aberdeen
· Robert Gordon University
· University of Dundee
· Heriot-Watt University

Please note that only current students are eligible for an award – and this does not include those students who have extended their study.

Eligibility criteria –The applicant should demonstrate in their response
1) A Course of study that is directly relevant to the energy industry,
2) A Clear intention/commitment to work in the energy industry,
3) Academic merit,
4) Active involvement in SPE.
If you are eligible and wish to apply for a bursary, please download the form from the website and send the completed application to Diane Wood – SPE Aberdeen Section Manager: aberdeen.manager@spe-uk.org  
PLEASE SAVE THE APPLIATION WITH YOUR NAME in the title.

If you have any questions with respect to application, please email Diane Wood, SPE Aberdeen Section Manager, aberdeen.manager@spe-uk.org  

The form asks for some relevant information from you, to help the selection committee to make its judgement. The committee may also contact your university for further information. Please provide, succinctly, any information which you feel may be useful.  Do not attach any other files to the email.

[bookmark: _Int_s19CO7i6]Applications will be reviewed and recommended by the SPE Aberdeen Section Student Development Committee.  The Board has final approval.

APPLICATIONS WILL NOT BE CONSIDERED UNLESS THEY ARE COMPLETE AND SUBMITTED ON TIME AND AS INSTRUCTED.  The closing date for applications is 14st December 2025 there will be no extensions.


A shortlist of candidates will be invited to present their answers to the judging panel in Aberdeen usually in early February.

To accommodate students and interviewers not based in Aberdeen, these presentations may also be requested to be done remotely. The date and time of this presentation will be confirmed later, and in what capacity.

Successful candidates of the bursary awards will be announced in February 2026. All awardees will be invited to attend the Award ceremony which is usually held in early March.


Graham Skinner - Student Development Committee Chair

Name (first name, last name other):



Previous Academic Background:
	From (mm/yy)
	To (mm/yy)
	Institution
	Subject

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	




Have you received any scholarships, bursaries, grants, etc. previously; if yes please provide details of the amount and the year you received? 









SPE Student Membership Number:

Professional society involvement (including SPE & SPE Student Chapters):








Brief personal history (less than 100 words):













QUESTION INFORMATION:
 Applicants should select 3 out of the 6 questions plus the compulsory question 7.
4 QUESTIONS IN TOTAL.
Each answer should be between 300-400 words and answers should provide an insight into the issue along with an indication of your own informed opinions.
 Successful responses usually demonstrate innovative thinking and creative solutions whilst showing some personal reflection and opinion.
IMPORTANT.
Applicants are not permitted to use generative AI in any way with this application. 
SPE Aberdeen judges reserve the right to penalise any application where generative AI is suspected of being used and there is no appeal process in this case. 
To avoid this, applicants are encouraged to answer questions with personal opinions drawing on past experience or knowledge, based on your specific field of study.





	
Q1 
Field Development

Depleted oil fields are often suffering from low up-time and high production of injected and formation water. Discuss several high-impact changes to the operation practices of such fields to reduce their carbon footprint.

Explain how you would quantify the benefits and/or enforce the implementation of these changes by the field operators of all sorts of sizes, legal and financial circumstances, and production philosophies. 

You can focus on the sides of this problem close to your discipline of study.


	Q2 
Decommissioning

Your company’s North Sea asset will reach cessation of production (CoP) next year. Outline a strategy that balances safe late‑life operations and decommissioning with options for repurposing infrastructure (e.g., electrification hubs, CCUS injection, or offshore wind interconnects).

What trade‑offs do you make between HSE, cost, stakeholder expectations, and timelines?



	Q3 
Energy Transition

Renewables recently produced more electricity than coal for the first time in history. Within power generation, the preceding 25 years have been a story of huge growth for wind, and more recently, solar. 

What role can and should oil and gas play in a world where renewables grow in prominence? And how do you believe the SPE can support this future? 



	Q4 
Data & AI

How do you see the role of energy professionals (such as geoscientist, drilling engineers, reservoir analysts & production engineers) evolving with the growing use of data analytics & artificial intelligence?



	Q5 
Skills Developments

In your opinion, what can young professionals do to make sure they have the skills required to succeed in the ever-changing energy industry?



	Q6
Policy

You have been asked to give a talk for your niece’s school class on the importance of oil and gas in the modern society. How would you creatively explain this to a room of 5-year-olds? 

Please write a speech for the school class on this topic.


	Q7 
Mandatory/Compulsory Question – you must answer this one.

The world currently faces many complex challenges including a rapidly evolving energy landscape, climate change, renewable transitions, geopolitical tensions and technological disruptions. If you choose to work in the energy industry after graduation you will likely spend your career tackling these challenges. Reflect on how you can use what you have learnt during your degrees to address these challenges. 

Perhaps you have decided that you would like to pivot into a different sector upon graduation. Please share your plans and reflect on how the skills developed during your studies will help you outside of the energy industry. 


	REMINDER NOTE

Applicants are not permitted to use generative AI in any way with this application. 

SPE Aberdeen judges reserve the right to penalise any application where generative AI is suspected of being used and there is no appeal process in this case.
 To avoid this, applicants are encouraged to answer questions with personal opinions drawing on past experience or knowledge, based on your specific field of study.

You are to answer your 3 selected questions in the answer boxes below and the compulsory Q7


	Answer Q1.
(Answer in 300 – 400 words)

	Answer 2.
(Answer in 300 – 400 words)

	Answer 3.
(Answer in 300 – 400 words)


	Answer 4. COMPULSORY QUESTION
(Answer in 300 – 400 words)
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