
Welcome from the SPE 
Schools Career Guidance Committee! 

Amie Dornan – Chair Yeisson Diaz – Vice-Chair 

Karen Sinza 

Diane Wood

Gillian Brock

Colin Black Elliot Kinch





What is a STEM 
Ambassador?

• Role models

• Volunteers

• Bring STEM to life

• Open up the world of work

• Range of backgrounds and 

experiences



Why become a 
STEM Ambassador?

• Resources and training

• Access to opportunities

• Support partnership working with DYW

• Giving back to local community

• Improve your skills

• Include on your CV 

• Become part of a UK wide network

• PVG certificate

• Fun!





Steps to becoming a STEM Ambassador

Create your profile on the website, 

www.stem.org.uk 

Complete the online induction

Complete your PVG application, 

including ID check

Email stemambassadors@sserc.scot 

http://www.stem.org.uk/
mailto:stemambassadors@sserc.scot




TechFest is an Aberdeen-based charity 
that provides STEM learning 
opportunities for all ages and abilities 
through events, educational 
programmes, and community outreach. 

We highlight diverse career paths, foster 
creativity, and empower young people to 
tackle global challenges. Our programs 
support lifelong learning, preparing 
students for further education or the 
workforce in a STEM-driven world, 
securing a brighter future for all.

W H AT  I S  T E C H F E S T ?



I M PA C T  O F  T E C H F E S T  &  V O LU N T E E R I N G



M AT H S  I N TO  T H E  E N E R G Y  M I X

“I learned a lot from this event and it was very 

engaging”

“It increased my understanding in careers 

available in the rapid growing energy industry”

My highlight of the event was talking to the 

new people I met and learning about the 

energy types”
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S T E M  I N  T H E  P I P E L I N E  

STEM in the Pipeline is a project for secondary school pupils 
in S6 (aged 17-18) and was devised to give them an insight 
into the Energy Industry.

The STEM in the Pipeline project was developed in 2006 by 
TechFest in conjunction with industry professionals and, after 
more than 19 years, is still hugely successful. The project runs 
from August to December and was designed to enable teams 
of pupils to apply their knowledge to a realistic industry task, 
as well as providing an overview of the wide variety of job 
roles available in the Energy Industry. The project set is a 
challenging one – to produce a Field Development Plan. 

TechFest’s  collaboration with sponsors and supporters 
continues to ensure the success of STEM in the Pipeline. 
Throughout the project duration, Industry Professionals from 
our sponsor and supporter companies voluntarily give up 
their time to offer unique and invaluable assistance to the 
teams in a variety of different roles.

"It has improved my confidence as I now know a lot more about the oil 

and gas industry as well as the energy industry.”

“The mentors were instrumental with the success of our project.”

A P P R OX I M AT E  S T U D E N T S  E A C H  

Y E A R

A P P R OX I M AT E  M E N TO RS  E A C H  

Y E A R  



The Schools Science Festival, one of our flagship events, takes 
place over a week in May/June and is designed for local 
nurseries and primary schools.

For many pupils, it serves as their first step into STEM 
education, offering hands-on experiences and insights into the 
vast career opportunities within STEM fields.

S C H O O L’ S  F E S T I VA L

~  2 0 0 0  P U P I L S  AT T E N D  S C H O O L S  F E S T I VA L  

E A C H  Y E A R .



3000

TechFest’s  Activity Weekend is a flagship, family-focused 
event within the festival programme, offering a wide range of 
interactive, hands-on STEM activities delivered by both 
TechFest and external presenters. 

Designed to engage audiences of all ages, the weekend 
features themed zones, including Energy & Technology, 
Medical & Biology, Construction & Engineering, Maths, Space, 
and Under 5s, allowing families to explore STEM in an 
accessible and engaging way. 

The event is deliberately priced to be affordable for all, with 
entry costing just £3 per person, ensuring families can enjoy 
high-quality STEM experiences regardless of background. 

The programme is further enhanced by live science shows, 
such as those delivered in partnership with the Royal 
Institution, adding an exciting and memorable dimension to 
the experience.

A C T I V I T Y  W E E K E N D

A P P R OX I M AT E  AT T E N DA N C E  

E A C H  Y E A R



C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S



I N V E S T I N G  I N  O U R  YO U N G  P EO P L E

“I felt incredibly valued throughout and really appreciated being chosen to 

be a part of the TechFest family”

“My  overall  experience was really enjoyable, it was a 

great opportunity to gain my first work experience and it 

was so lovely seeing how happy all the children were with 

each workshop”



2 0 2 5  E N G A G E M E N T  S U M M A R Y  

Primary Pupils In Person: 18,000 + 
Primary Outreach, Schools Festival, Engineer N Our 
Lives, Royal Institution Shows 

Primary Pupils Digital: 24,000 +
Space into Energy, 24 Days of STEM

Secondary School Pupils: 1500 +
STEM Next, Maths Into , STEM in the Pipeline, Offshore 
Europe Education Programme, Blueprint Challenge, 
Mathematics Masterclasses.

Community Engagement: 21,000 +
Aberdeen Science Festival, Community Outreach, STEM 
in the Park, STEM for Life, Royal Institution Christmas 
Lectures



2 0 2 6  E N G A G E M E N T  S U M M A R Y  S O  FA R

TOTAL:

Over 13,000 participants 

Primary outrreach

Maths into the energy mix

maths masterclasses

engineering our lives

RI show 

Highland games

TechFest schools festival

Activity weekend

January-July

WRAP-UP
Caithness Science 

Festivalstornoway Science 

Festival

dundee Science 

Festival

Summer serie:, montrose, 

arbroath & forfar



2 0 2 6  E N G A G E M E N T  S U M M A R Y  S O  FA R

Primary Pupils In Person:  5,000+
Primary Outreach, Schools Festival, Dundee Science 
Festival, Caithness Science Festival, Royal Institution 
Shows 

Secondary School Pupils: 2,000 +
Maths Into, Wind Energy Challenge, Blueprint 
Challenge, Mathematics Masterclasses, Secondary 
transition days

Community Engagement: 6,000 +
Community Outreach, STEM in the Park, Aberdeen 
Highland Games, Fife Family Fun Day, Founders Day, 
Storonoway Science Festival 



T H A N K  YO U !

www.techfest.org.uk 

Dr Yashka Smith
yashkasmith@techfest.org.uk

Dr Eve Nebbiolo
evenebbiolo@techfest.org.uk



Aberdeen Science Centre



About ASC

• Oldest Science Centre in Scotland  
• Scottish Charity (SC014922) 
• STEM Educator 
• Visitor Attraction
• School & Community Groups
• Birthday Parties
• Retail Shop
• Venue Hire 



Programming

General Visitors:
• Shows & Workshops
• Virtual Reality
• Under 6 Activities
• Interactive Displays
• Self-Led Activities
• Stalls

Clubs & Events
• Clubs for children aged 6-14
• Themed Open Days
• Partner Workshops
• Adult Events / Talks*

Schools, Community & Outreach
• Curriculum-linked Workshops
• Special Weeks – Offshore Wind
• Community Group Outreach
• Adult Workshops – Wellbeing
• Fairs and Festivals

ASC mission: To inspire a lifelong interest in 
Science, Technology, Engineering, and Maths (STEM)



Programme Spotlight – Enchanted Engineering

Royal Academy of Engineering Ingenious Fund

• Recruited Engineers Across Disciplines
• Skills Academy 
• Development of Fairytale Themed Activities
• Delivery Events
• We are looking for a few more engineers to create 

activities to be delivered at up to four sessions at ASC 
between October & February



Opportunities

• Volunteer with general Centre activities
• Join Specific Projects - Enchanted Engineering, Clubs
• Collaborate on new content – Have an idea? Let us know!
• Lend Expertise – Tech! Real World Examples, Career Profile, 

Events/talks



Aberdeen Science Centre

Fiona Dobie, Schools Engagement Coordinator

Fiona.dobie@asc.scot

Questions?







Aberdeen Schools 
Hydrogen Challenge

• Engaged over 700 S2  the city with workshops 

taking place in mid-February and a final event 

in March.

• Supported by 48 volunteers from 13 

organisations (+ 8 STEM Ambassadors)

• Final at Hydrasun’s Skills Academy with 27 

finalist teams competing

• We are looking for partners to financially 

support the programme in 2026-27 and lots 

of volunteers to join our workshops

stemovators.scot



Northeast Events

• Longstanding annual event in Aberdeen 

(typically May each year)

• Additional event in Stonehaven and a *NEW* 

Peterhead event in 2027

• These events require lots of volunteer 

support with ~10 companies and 30 

volunteers at each

• Volunteers can run simple tabletop 

challenges, give career talks and join school 

showcase judging panel

stemovators.scot



Associate / Project Partners

Lead Partners

Support our programme to help us to 
inspire the next generation:

hello@stemovators.scotProgramme Partners 2025-26



Support our programme to help us to 
inspire the next generation:

hello@stemovators.scot

Read our full 2025-
26 academic year 

report here



Jamie Hutcheon
Director

jamie@dyw.org.uk
www.dyw.org.uk 





Food for thought!

• Have you ever been a STEM volunteer?

• What do you enjoy about STEM volunteering?

• Are you a STEM Ambassador or interested in becoming one?

• What influenced your career choices / pathway?

• What brought you here tonight? (aside from food and drinks!)



Thank you on behalf of the 
SPE Aberdeen

Schools Career Guidance Committee 

Join our volunteers list or our committee by emailing  
aberdeen.admin@spe-uk.org 

mailto:aberdeen.admin@spe-uk.org
mailto:aberdeen.admin@spe-uk.org
mailto:aberdeen.admin@spe-uk.org
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