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UKCS Wells Data* 

Well 
Status

Exploration Appraisal Dev 
Platform 

Dev 
Subsea

Combined 
Development 

Totals 

Operating 1056 622 2128 2128

Shut-in 386 310 696 696

Plugged 224 43 267 267

AB1 & 
AB2

239 409 648

AB3 2345 1145 645 4135

Totals 2486 1373 4015 7874

* Source OGA Wells Insight Report 2018 
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Established to implement OGA Wells Strategy 



• Wells Decommissioning Challenges
• Rethinking P&A - Risk management 

• Benchmarking current methods

• Enabling new approaches/technologies 

• Demonstrating efficiencies 

• Opportunity
• Collaboration / knowledge sharing 

• Reshaping guidance (introduce standardisation)

• Redefine contractual relationships 

• Promoting change

• Benefits
• Develop fit for purpose techniques 

• Lower removal costs 

• Stimulate activity



Objectives 

• Assist in the development of a 

Technology Roadmap

• Support development of revised or new 

Guidance

• Management of plugged and 

suspended wells 

• Well Decommissioning

• Future use - CCS suitable reservoirs.  

• Support cross industry optimisation of 

Well decommissioning activity on the 

UKCS.   

• Develop an improving understanding of 

‘well removal’ environmental impact. 
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